
Once the student applies, the school will request a copy of the law school report from LSDAS. Please make sure the report is paid for so there 
is no delay in transmission. 
 

PREREQUISITES 
No undergraduate courses are specifically required for admission to the Law School. The best preparation is a broad liberal-arts education 
designed to provide an understanding of the institutions and values with which the law deals and the development of those skills and habits of 
thought essential to legal reasoning. 
 
Any course of study leading to an undergraduate degree will be sufficient for admission, as long as the emphasis was an intellectually 
demanding one that challenged the student to employ critical-thinking skills and communicate effectively. Particularly helpful to law school 
study, however, are courses in history, as rules of law are best understood in terms of the historical milieu in which they were pronounced or 
enacted. Courses in political science and economics are beneficial, because lawyers must understand the institutions of government and the 
economic system with which they will be dealing. Courses in speech, logic, debate and the various language arts also are useful, because 
they expand and sharpen reasoning and communication skills. Courses with a strong emphasis on writing are particularly encouraged in light 
of the crucial role effective writing plays both in law school and law practice. 
 

MATRICULATION OPTIONS:  FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME PROGRESS 
Most students matriculate on a full-time basis. Some students, however, may do so on a part-time basis. 
 
The ability to proceed part-time in the day program is designed for students who are unable to enroll on a full-time basis, e.g. disabled 
students, or those with family or career responsibilities. These students must enroll in 8 to 9 hours of classes each semester in the first year, 
and 8 to 12 hours per semester thereafter. In all other respects, students enrolled part-time are required to satisfy all graduation requirements 
applicable to full-time students, including the requirement that they complete all degree requirements within five years. Part-time day students 
develop programs with the associate dean that are designed to parallel, as much as possible, the sequence of courses for full-time students. 
Part-time student eligibility for Law Review, Urban Lawyer, honors and other activities will parallel, as much as possible, eligibility of full-time 
students. 
 
A full-time student may not become a part-time student without permission of the associate dean. Part-time students may not become full-time 
students until they have completed all first-year courses, unless they obtain permission to proceed full-time from the associate dean. Once 
part-time students have completed all required first-year courses, they may enroll full-time or part-time for remaining coursework at their 
option. Students are cautioned, however, that enrollment in 13 or more hours triggers the rule limiting outside work to no more than 20 hours 
per week. 
 

ADMISSION WITH ADVANCED STANDING 
Except for transfer applicants enrolled at the University of Missouri-Columbia (to whom transfer is granted more liberally), an applicant for 
admission with advanced standing must meet the requirements applicable to entering students; be eligible to return as a student in good 
standing to their current law school; and present a letter from the Dean of their law school showing such eligibility. In order to be considered 
for admission, a transfer applicant who would not have been admissible (based on LSAT score, undergraduate GPA, etc.) had such applicant 
applied for initial admission at UMKC, must have at least a B average after at least one full year of law study in an approved law school. 
Otherwise, a transfer applicant must have at least a C+ average in all law work in order to receive consideration. Admission decisions on 
transfer applications typically are not made before mid-July, once the number of available seats in the second-year class have been 
determined. 
 
A maximum of 30 semester hours credit may be allowed for work successfully completed at another law school, with the right being reserved 
to refuse to transfer credit, in whole or in part, for any such coursework. 
 
Except in the case of students transferring from the University of Missouri-Columbia, hours for a course in which less than a C was earned will 
not transfer, but retaking the course may be waived on an individual basis. Grades earned at another law school are not transferred, nor do 
such grades count for class ranking purposes. Transfer students must earn at least a C+ average in courses taken at the UMKC School of 
Law in order to graduate. 
 

ADMISSION WITHOUT UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE 
Students who have completed at least 90 acceptable hours of credit in courses with substantial intellectual content in an approved institution, 
and have completed all non-elective coursework toward a bachelor's degree, may be admitted on the condition that the undergraduate degree 
be earned prior to or simultaneously with the granting of the J.D. degree. Usually this condition can only be met if the institution which will 
grant the undergraduate degree will accept credits earned in the UMKC Law School. 
 
Since the UMKC Law School does not confer the undergraduate degree and assumes no responsibility in regard to it, it is the duty of the 
student to make certain that the requirements for the degree are satisfied. Questions concerning requirements for the undergraduate degree 
or of the transferability of law credits to complete the degree should be directed to the institution granting the undergraduate degree. 
 
A letter from the institution confirming that it will accept credits earned in the UMKC Law School to complete the undergraduate degree must 
be submitted as part of the application for admission. 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Scholarships are awarded to students based on the following criteria. Selection for most scholarships is based solely on material in the 
student's admission file. Information on scholarships for which applicants may apply will be included in their admission materials or financial 
aid packet. 
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