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Prison Right Abused

Inmates Clog Courts With 'Frivolous' Suits
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Prison Privilege Abused

Continued from Firaf Page

{rom the complaining inmate to the department
director il necessary. And last spring the
department created an ombudsman office 10
deal with inmate gripes that have nat besm
satislied by the grievance system.

Despite the agreement that most inmate
cases are Insignificant, staie and federal
lawyers defend the practiceof allowing inmates
liberal access o the courts.

“Ypu should give a prisoner every advan-
tage,* Vasapolisaid, '"He'sinavery vulnerable
position. He's at the mercy of the prison
system; he has no money, no atorney.”

‘CRUEL AND UNUSUAL"
Prisoners usually contend in the swits that
their confinement wviolales constitutional
puarantees against cruel and unusual
punishment. Butinmates alsofilean equal num-
ber of habeas corpus petitions charging that
theyare held illegally, that they arenot guilty of
BNy CTIme.
Several hundred inmates also appeal their
conwiclions in state courts each year

Few-af the constitutionial and habeas corpus
suits ever reach trial. But the constitutional
casesaften scratch sensitiveofficlal nervesand
snme have been pursued suceessiully, although
they are but a trickle in the stream of inmate
litigation

*It's one thing to =ay the Virginia penal
system is bad,” commented Vasapoli, “and
another to say it constitutes cruel and unusual
punishment
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*4s far as any of these cases aotually getting
imto the courtroam, iU's about one i 100,

Ahbaut 8 per cent of the 3uils now inundating
Vasapoli's office are frorm the 51ate Penlten-
tiary and the new maximum SeCUriiy prison in
Mecklenburg County, which has much stricier
regulations than other penal institutions

Elizabeth Adams, prison inwestigator for the
attorney peneral's office. sawd the Mackleabur g
cases concern the procedures there
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Claszilication Board became the authority for
changing & prisoner’s security status,

The arder alse ended the torture of confining
men in eells without clothes or bedding, chain-
ing them tao bars and similar abuses colared as
fitting punishment.

OPENED DOORS

But the Landrman case had another aspect. It
opened wide the doors to the federal courts, and
shortly after the Landman case made
headlines, a tide of writs and petitions came
rushing into federal court.

“Many cases now are filed in the Eastern
District hecause of the access o Judge
Merhige.” =aid JTohn W, Macllroy, assistant a1-
torney geaeral in corrections. 'I°s a
preference dating back to Landman.™

Another assistant atlorney general, Guy
Horszlew, said the classification aystem and the
discipline procedure are directly attributable
to the famous case

I think in the long run the Landman case had
a positive effect,” Horsley said.

Another suit in the Western District federal
court i Abingdon may have an effect as
dramatic as Landman if it goes in favor of the
PrI=ners

INMATE AT BLAND

Earl Wilking, an inmate at the Bland Correc-
tinmal Conter, is the plaintilf and Gov. Mills E
vin and W.0 Blankenship, superintendent
sland . mre the defendants
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Also, Wilkins asked the court 10 rule that the |
lack of state funding does not excuse the ex- IF
istence of unconstitutional conditions at Bland |
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