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The Chief Justice  Reverse

Compensatory damages are sufficient deterrence

Brennan, J.
Affirm

No comply with rule 51

Would affirm on no plain error 
Therefore punitive damages issue not before us

(He grasps
 at a straw when so inclined).   

Stewart, J.  Reverse

District court did consider the question carefully

Court of Appeals did more than just dismiss the issue

They thought it not error at all

A stumbling block, but passable

On merits, reverse

White, J.

Reverse

We saw the state of the record at cert grant
A federal case and we have the power
I do not need to say plain error
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Marshall, J.  
Affirm

With William J. Brennan
!
 

—

Powell, J

Reverse

I have a municipal corporation bond

I no like Thiboutot

Plain error question close
Reverse for now

Who is being deterred?









Rehnquist, J.

Reverse

Pettine, J.
 took up the issue in detail


Cannot
 tell his theory
A comment on the merits

Reverse on merits 

 Stevens, J.

Affirm

District judge twice relied on absence of objection

This should not deny the court of appeals

Court of Appeals held no plain error

Hate to reverse on that

Need stringent rule on punitive damages against Municipal Corporations

Cannot say never
Therefore affirm on WJB theory 









� Words added by the editor for clarity are enclosed in brackets as are editor comments. All footnotes have been added by the editor.  Interpretations of which the editor is particularly uncertain are indicated in italics and alternative interpretations may be indicated in footnotes.  Items in small caps were printed or typed in the original rather than handwritten.


� This word could be “grabs” or “grasps” ot something else entirely.  


� This exclamation point was written in red, perhaps later.  


� There is a mark that looks like a dash about half-way down the Marshall square in Blackmun’s notes.  While Blackmun normally used a dash to mean “reverse,” it seems likely that this dash was either just a random mark or had some other meaning here.  


� This word is unclear but appears to be a reference to Maine v. Thiboutot (holding that 1983 could be used to vindicate violations of certain federal statutory rights).


� Raymond J. Pettine, the Chief Judge of the United States District Court for the District of Rhode Island, presided over the trial of the case.  


� Although this does not seem to make sense in context, this abbreviation appears to be “cann” which Blackmun ordinarily used to mean “cannot.”  





