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Cities, Counties Vulnerable

ivil Rights Immunity Lifted

WASHINGTON | AF) -
Bl Supreme Cog
Cities & U |
FIRsIL [awsuais

A deeply divid-
@y made thenation's
as|er InrEets for civil

By & 54 vote, the court riled that the
cities and counies enjoy Imimafity
from lawsyits by p s & ng mManey
for alleged lederal lnw vi AlOns — Even
imnientonal vislations — af ikeir civij
r||:|‘.l.

The t said that if an ndividual
provees city nifficials while CRITYInG ol o'
ficial palicy o alated his or per ghis, Ehe
iy must pay damage

Polit.cal subaly e, dnlike Meir
Emplovess, newer are Enfitied v &
qualified, “good faiik' immunity from
il lawsuiis

Past Supreme Court rulings have ex

iblished such a good faith™ immunity
for pubthic officials

Thek fow ledlge that @ municipaliny will
he lable tor all of its injurious condct,
whether commitied in Eond faith or naoi,
should create an incentive for officials wha

{Related stary, Page 12}

My harbor doubts about the lawlalness of
their intended actions i err on ibe side of
profecting citimens’ constiwtional rights, ™
Justece William J. Bresnan Jr. wrote for
ihe colire

Brennan's opinion was joined by
fusiices Byron &, White, Thurgnood
Marshall, Harry A. Blackmun asd John
Paul Spevens

Tustice Lewis F. Powell Jr. filed the dis-
sealing apinwon and was joined by Chiel

Justice Warren E Burper and Justices
Potter Siewart and William i Rehnquist

The decision casts doubt an the
kegitimacy of laws in 4 siages and the
[Mstrict of Columbis Eiving cities and
counties & “pgood ik immunsty fram
civil rights lawsuiis

And it directly affeces former Indepen-
dence, Mo, police chief Genrge Dwen's
lawsu | mgminst thecity stemming from his
1572 dism issal

The court reversed @ federal appeals
COUFT Fulling that ihe oty was im mune from
Orwen's lawsuii seeking back ey

Owen served far five years as [ndepen-
dence police chief umtil April 18, 1972, He
was fired one day after a city comine liman

S COURT, Page 4

e

Court Opens Way|
For Suits Against
Municipalities

resd & siatement ““impugning Owen's
hopesty and imbegrity,” as ome cowurt
described it |

The statement alleged that Owen had |
misappropriated palice depariment
money and that numerous irregularithes
had eccurred within (he department dur- |
ing Bis tenure

“GOOD OF THE SERVICE'

Nespecilic reason accompanied Owen's
fering. but the city charter said be could be
ousted only % heen (e £ty Manager desmad
it “necessary for the gond of the service.

Orwen (Aitially won his fight agaimst the
city when the Bth U.S. Clrowin Cowrtof Ap-
prats ordered Independence tw pay Dwen
the amounl of money he would have sarned
o retirement if he had not beem fired.

That decision was sel aside by the
Supreme Court fwo years ago, and wes!
back sothe appeals court for lurther study

Inearly 1879, the Bth Cirouit court raled
thart Dwen's civil rights had been violated
bl that ke was not entithsd 16 collect
damages becawse of the ciny's qualifisd
Irmmunicy

Teday's ¢-cishon left wnclear whetber
Owen could now collect damages original.
by awarded or whether his case will be sub-
ject to further litigation

Lintil & 1978 Seprems Court decision
CHtles and Counties enjoyed iotal immunity
fram civil rights lawsuits. Now, they have
nofe
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