(?ities, Counties
Lose Immunity
In Rights Suit .

WASHINGTON (AP)=—Bya
S-8vote, the Supreme Court ril-
‘e 'yesterday that the nation's
cities and counties enjoy no
jegal immunity when they

.. wiolate someone's federal civil
=

Completing a dramatic, two-

yéar turnaround from iis
rUling= that until 1978 gave
cities and counties immunity
from such lawsuits, the court
sipipped away legal protection
fog even those official acts
carried out in ““good faith.”

The justices said cities and
counties, wunlike their
employess, are never entitled
0 a qualified ""good Taith™ im-
munity from a lawsuit charging
that individual rights protected
by the Constitution or federal
law were violated.

The court's dissenters said
the decizion
municipal governance into a
hazardous slalom through com

stitutional obstacles that of tem
are unknown and unknowable "

Moststates give political sub-
divisions at least a gualified im-
munity from lawsuits based on

state law violations, But thag «

immunity no longer exists
lawsuits
stitutional or federal law

wvinlations -
Majority Opilnion LY i’

The court’s majority opinion, »

written by Justice William J
Brennan Ir., was based on hig
interpretation of an 1871 civil
rights law and “"by con-
siderations of public policy. "
“"The knowledge that a
municipality will be liable for
all of its injurious conduct,
whether committed in good

‘eonverts,

BB

i
based on “,-r:’i

1

may encourage those in a
policy-making position io 4n-
Stitute internal rules and
programs designed to minimgjpe .
the likelihood of unintentional
infringements onconstitutional
rights,"" he sdid i

Yesterday's decisjion
represenied a vicitory for far-
mer Independence, Mo., Police
Chiel George Owen, who sugd
the city alter his 1972 firingy,

Statement Read ;

Owen served as police chigl
from 1967 until H¥72. He was
fired after a city councilman
read a statement described by
one lower court as *impugning
Owen's honesty and integrity’'”

The statement alleged that
Owen had misappropriaigd
money and thal numerges
irregularities had occurzed
within the department
w iDwen was denied a hearing{o
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his name.
early 1879, the Bth U5
ourt of Appeals rul
‘s condthtutional r
vialated. Butitsa
not entiiled to the manay
ages he had previous
awarded by a federal
t = all the money he wislild
éarnéd to retirement,
feversing the appeals
g, the Supreme Courl
make clear wheiher (
éan collect the damagel’
Sopght or whether his €
wuliject to further litigatic

Are Liable

ect constant consideration of

lity [ufider the 1871 law]
o local decision making, it
y resirict the independence
local governments and their
ility to respond to the needs of
ir communities."

taith or not, should create ani In
centive for officials who m:]?-) L Brennan was joined bY
harbor doubts about the law-j ar J_'::Hrvt Byron IH “h,“:'
fulness of their intended actions rgood Marshall. H'-'”:' .
to err on side of protectingf] JMackmun and John Paul

citizens’ constitutional rights,” 8igvens )
Brennan akd : wWJustice Lewis F. Powell Ir

g 1 1 the diszenters, whoincluded
The threat that damag EH‘Irf,Iullrt'fWarrrnF Seraer

L #ind Jusiices William H. Rehn-

*1.1 and Potter Stewart
"% The decision will hamper

8cal governmenis uf-
essarily,”’ Powell said

“Because today’s decision will

might be levied against the ci
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