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A little hesitation

1981 does not have the language

If we need 1983, it is a different ball game

Jones v. Mayer
 that argument rejected

Chief Justice  & O’Connor zero in
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[Univ of] Texas
Under state law, superintendent cannot be a policy maker

Tactical mistake in taking up this point first

Respondent wins whatever happens in Patterson
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� Words added by the editor for clarity are enclosed in brackets as are editor comments. All footnotes have been added by the editor.  Interpretations of which the editor is particularly uncertain are indicated in italics and alternative interpretations may be indicated in footnotes.  Items in small caps were printed or typed in the original rather than handwritten.  Items shown in green were in green in the original.


� Presumably referring to  Jones v. Alfred H. Mayer Co., 392 U.S. 409 (1968).  Jones was the seminal case applying the 1866 Civil Rights Act to give individuals a private cause of action for racial discrimination.  Jones dealt with housing discrimination and interpreted 42 U.S.C. § 1982 (the codification of the part of the 1866 Act that granted equal rights to “purchase, lease, sell, hold, and convey real and personal property”). Jones laid the foundation for Runyon v. McCrary, 427 U.S. 160 (1976) which dealt with employment discrimination and interpreted 42 U.S.C. § 1981 (the codification of the part of the 1866 Act that granted equal rights to “make and enforce contracts”).  


� Presumably referring to Patterson v. McLean Credit Union, 491 U.S. 164 (1989) which was handed down the same day as the opinion in Jett.  


� These initials are standard abbreviations Justice Blackmun used to refer to his colleagues.  CJ=Chief Justice; O=O’Connor, and A=Scalia.  The “O” on this page looks very much like an “S” (which would indicate Justice Steven).  However, the other comments in these argument notes and the ultimate outcome, it seems more likely that it was an incomplete letter “O.”


� As indicated in the previous note, this initial refers to Justice Stevens.





