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JUSTICE SCALIA, concurring in part and concurring in the
judgment.

I join Parts I and IV of the Court's opinion, and Part III
except insofar as it relies upon legislative history. To hold
that the more general provisions of 42 U. 8. C. § 1981 estab-
lish a mode of liability for a particular category of offense by
municipalities that is exluded from the closely related statute
(42 U. 8. C. §1983) which deals more specifically with that
precise category of offense would violate the rudimentary
principles of construction that the specific governs the gen-
eral, and that, where text permits, statutes dealing with sim-
ilar subjects should be interpreted harmoniously.
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